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is the title of this photo by CALS soil science researcher
David Hunter Dyer, who received an honorable mention in a campus-wide Cool
Science Image Contest. In this image, the slime mold Dictyostelium discoideum,
usually translucent, has acquired a cherry hue from meals of the bacterium
Serratia marcescens, which carries the red pigment prodigiosin. While the slime
mold has digested its meal, it retains the red pigment, which has antibiotic,
immunosuppressive and anti-cancer properties.

Photo taken in the lab of soil science professor Bill Hickey, O.N. Allen Laboratory for Soil Microbiology

Nonprofit Org.
U.S. Postage
PAID
Madison, W1
Permit No. 658






